
Darcie Morton – World Cadet Challenge  

From the 26
th

 of October to the 3
rd

 of November I competed in the 

ITTF World Cadet Challenge for Oceania. It was held in Otočec, 

Slovenia and consisted of around a week of completions which 

included teams, singles matches and 3 days training with all the 

other teams. There were 8 different teams competing. They included 

Oceania, North America, Latin America, Europe, Asia, Africa, Hopes 

Team (which is really good players from any different country) and 

Slovenia (the country that hosts the tournament always gets to put a 

team in as well.) 

We started the week with training with the other teams doing lots of 

difficult drills that we had to memorise before training started. It was 

a fairly strict timetable with 1 hour practice with each team, 2 or 3 

teams a day and no breaks in-between just straight onto the next 

team to play with. The Team’s Event didn’t go so well for us 

(Oceania). We came close to beating one team (Africa) and didn’t 

lose all of our games 5 - 0.  I won a couple of games here and there 

but no matches. In the end we came last or on the brighter side 8
th

! 

(As Oceania usually does.) The boy’s team had the same result.  After 

the 3 days of Team’s Events the Singles and Doubles started. In the 

doubles my partner (a girl from Vanuatu) and I, lost in the first round 

to the number 1 and 2 ranked girls in the Hopes team. On the same 

day I played the first round robin in the draw. I had 2 choppers in my 

draw and a African girl. (One of the choppers was from USA and the 

other from Russia). If you lost in the singles you didn’t get knocked 

out, but you got to keep playing for a final placing (so you got a 

minimum of 7 matches.) In the singles event I had 3 close games that 

all went to 5 sets. One of the better matches I played was against a 

USA chopper ranked 80
th

 in the World. The score was 2-3 her way, 11 

– 8 in the 5
th

. I think I played quite well in that match even though I 



lost because she was a chopper and rallies with a chopper are always 

long and tiring.  It was good to get 2 games of her and I was happy 

with my performance because I felt I was quite consistent and fought 

well in the match. Following this match I lost the second of my group 

games 3- 2 (11 – 9) in the 5
th

 against one of the best Africans. I was 

disappointed to lose this as I thought I was playing really well. In the 

5
th

 game I started nervous and was down 6 – 1 before coming back 

to 9-9. I gave it my best but just lack the experience in the big games 

to get the result. I couldn’t believe I went so close to making it 

through to the top 16. 

My end result for the singles event was 27
th

 out of 37. Seeing that 

the competition was an extremely high level, I think this was still a 

good outcome for my first time playing at this level.  Overall it was 

such a fantastic experience and I enjoyed mixing with all of the 

international athletes. 

I am now enjoying training each day in one of the best training 

centres in Europe – the Werner Schlager Academy. I am training 2 

hours each morning and night on the table as well as going for runs.  

I would like to thank the Oceania Team for supporting me and 

Nittaku my sponsor and Mark Smythe my coach for their support in 

helping me prepare for this event. I would also like to recognise the 

support of Table Tennis Australia and the East Gippsland Sports 

Academy. 

From Darcie  


