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My table tennis career started in 1966 at Alan Creighton's club in Croydon. Alan was my first and 
only personal coach, and he taught me the basics and developed my game until 1970 with sound 
coaching principles. The first tournament I played was the 1966 Riversdale Easter 
Championships. The men's singles final between Cliff McDonald and Michael Wilcox left me awe 
struck and inspired me greatly.  
 
I represented Victoria as a junior (under 18) from 1968-1971. I won two Victorian Open junior 
championships (1970 & 71) and one Australian Open junior championship (1970). The 1968 
Australian Championships were my first National championships in a state team and it was a 
pivotal moment in my career. It was also the first National Championships that combined the junior 
and senior teams championships. I was #4 in the Victorian junior team alongside Tom Polachek, 
Rod Sutherland and Ron Lel. The playing format was Davis Cup (2 players playing two singles 
each and a doubles). The previous year Tom Polachek playing alongside Leigh Pascoe 
(Australian Men's Singles Champion in 1965 and ranked #6 Australian senior) had failed to win the 
junior teams title against the same players from SA and NSW. Somehow Tom and myself beat the 
much more highly ranked SA and NSW opposition 3-2, Tom and I each winning a singles and the 
doubles was also won. At the end of the championships the two SA players Frankenburg and 
Powell were ranked #4 and #8 in the seniors, whilst Pinkewich (NSW) was ranked #6 in the 
seniors (incidentally Leigh Pascoe was ranked #3 in the seniors). There were no National junior 
rankings in 1968, but if there were, Tom and I would have been ranked #4 and #5 respectively; 
behind Frankenburg, Pinkewich and Powell. To have wins against teams comprising such quality 
opposition showed that I was able to raise my game to the next level - something that I was 
consistently to do throughout my career - and this gave me great self belief.  
 
I must say that I never had any goals when I commenced playing table tennis and played simply 
because I enjoyed it and had fun. I always enjoyed practice, competition and the hard off table 
physical training. However I always gave 100% in practice, training and competition. I tried for 
every point. 
 
In 1971 (my first year at university) I played VTTA senior winter pennant for the first time, and was 
selected in the Victorian senior team whilst still a junior. That year I was #2 in the Victorian men's 
team behind Charlie Wuvanich and was ranked #6 senior in Australia - in my first year at senior 
level I again showed that I could play at the next level. In 1972 I was ranked #4 in Australia and 
was selected in the Australian team for the 1973 World Championships. Participating in the 1973 
World Championships opened my eyes to table tennis at the top level. It was an enjoyable and 
enriching experience and one I wished to repeat; representing Australia became a goal - the only 
goal I ever had in table tennis. It was a goal that I successfully achieved, as I was selected in 
every Australian team at World, Commonwealth and Asian Championships between 1973 and 
1985. From 1972 to 1984 I was ranked in the top 4 in Australia, peaking at #1 in 1979, the year I 
won the Australian Open title. I was ranked #2 4 times, #3 4 times and #4 4 times. 
 
My international career commenced in 1973 and concluded in 1985; having represented Australia 
at 7 World, 7 Commonwealth and 5 Asian Championships. Every time I was in the Australian team 
I was ranked in the top 4 in Australia, a feat that I take great pride in - something achieved by very 
few Australian representatives. During that period of time I was privileged to play in Australian 
teams alongside some of Australia's greatest ever players - Charlie Wuvanich, Steve Knapp, Paul 
Pinkewich and in later years Gary Haberl. 
 
Australia had its greatest ever success during the period 1973-79. Commencing in 1973 our 
position at successive World Championships was 29 (winning division 3), 18 (2nd in division 2, 
earning promotion to Division 1), 14 and the highpoint of 12 in 1979. Australia was also successful 



at Commonwealth Championships winning a silver medal and 3 bronze medals in team events. At 
Asian Championships we won bronze medals in team events in 1974 and 1978. Australia did not 
participate at the 1976 Asian Championships in North Korea.  
 
From 1973-75 I was #4 in the Australian team behind Wuvanich, Knapp and Pinkewich and I 
watched and learned from them. I saw them each win many tough and crucial matches for 
Australia, something that I did aspire to emulate. From 1977-79 I was #3 in the Australian team 
behind Knapp and Pinkewich and we each won many tough and crucial matches for Australia - 
again I went to the next level. From 1982-85 I was the #1 player in the team (following the 
retirement of Knapp and unavailability of Pinkewich) and had my best international results in 1982-
83. Why? A season playing National League in England in the 1980/81 European season 
tightened my game and during 1982-83 I played 45 teams matches for Australia in a 15 month 
period - quite a staggering number. This intense amount of international matches raised my game 
another notch. So much international competition in such a short amount of time was 
unprecedented in Australian table tennis and my playing standard greatly benefited. On 10 
occasions at major International Championships during 1982-83 I won all 3 singles in teams 
matches (old Swaythling Cup style 3 versus 3 ), demonstrating that again I could go to the next 
level.  
 
Paul Pinkewich and I developed a successful doubles combination from 1973, winning 3 silver 
medals and one bronze medal at Commonwealth Championships. We also combined to win 3 
Australian Open titles. I also had a successful international doubles career with Robbie Javor 
winning the 1977 Luxembourg International, 1978 Irish Open, 1980 Scottish Open and being 
runners up at the 1977 Italian Open. Interestingly we never played together in Australia.  
Individually I had international success winning the Luxembourg International singles in 1977, the 
1978 Irish Open singles, the 1980 Scottish Open singles. Also I was a quarter finalist at the 1979 
Commonwealth Championships losing to the eventual champion Vong Iu Veng (Hong Kong) in 5 
games. I had wins against a number of world ranked players - twice over 1974 European 
Champion Milan Orlowski (WR #3) just 2-3 months after he won the European title, Peter Stellwag 
(WR #27) in 1977, Claus Pederson (WR #30) in 1979 and two wins over North Korean Hong Chol 
(WR #25 & 41) in 1981 and 1982. Until 1979 only 30 players were World ranked and then 
progressively it was extended to 50 by 1985. No Australian player was world ranked during that 
period.  
 
I retired after the 1985 World Championships. Why? Because I stopped enjoying playing. My last 
Australian Championships was in 1984, which was also the year of the first Australian Closed. On 
the Saturday/Sunday the Closed was played; Monday-Wednesday morning the interstate team 
events, then Wednesday afternoon to Friday the Australian Open. I was runner-up to Tommy 
Danielsson in both the Closed and Open, and having defeated Haberl 3 times and Pinkewich once 
during that week I was ranked #2 in Australia. My playing standard was still at the highest level in 
Australia but the enjoyment had gone - so I retired after the 1985 World & Commonwealth 
Championships and never once regretted that decision.  
 
Would I have achieved more if I had goals? Perhaps; but if at my first tournament someone had 
told me I would play for Australia more than 250 times, win Australian Open and Victorian Open 
senior and junior titles (one of only 5 male players to achieve that feat - the others being 
McDonald, Wilcox, Pascoe and Javor)), win three International Singles titles and win medals at 
Commonwealth and Asian Championships I would have said they were stark raving mad. I look 
back on my playing career with pride and satisfaction. 
 
After ceasing playing I filled a variety of administrative roles within table tennis - TTV Board 
member, TTV selector, TTA selector, Oceania Table Tennis Federation Executive Director, Editor 
of the TTA magazine and TTV President. In 2000 I was appointed Head Coach at the Olympic 
Games in Sydney. All these roles were honorary and I was asked to fill them - I had no ambition to 



be an administrator or coach. I regret saying yes to a few of them. I was also asked to nominate 
for the position of TTA President, which I declined - a decision I do not regret. 
 
In my professional life, after graduating from Monash University with a Bachelor of Science degree 
(majoring in statistics) in 1975, I played table tennis full time for 2 years, supplementing my income 
through coaching and exhibitions. After a 6 month playing tour of Europe during the 1977/78 
season with Robbie Javor and John Cooney, I commenced work for the Commonwealth 
Government in 1978; initially for the Department of Veterans Affairs for 12 years and then the 
Department of Social Security (which later became Centrelink) for 18 years. Again I had no great 
ambition, but thoroughly enjoyed my working life in middle management, and after 30 years 
employment in the public service I took early retirement in 2008 at the age of 55.  
 
Due to a generous superannuation scheme I have a very comfortable lifestyle in rural Victoria. I 
am leading an enjoyable and contented retirement doing things I enjoy; such as traveling, reading, 
going to films, visiting art galleries, maintaining a reasonable level of physical fitness, listening to 
music, doing sudokus and other puzzles to keep the brain active, wining and dining with family and 
friends, spending time with my lovely wife - basically what I used to do on weekends I now do 
every day of the week. My contact with table tennis is limited to the ITTF, TTA, TTV websites, the 
Mark Smythe Newsletter and talking with various friends still involved in table tennis. On a 
personal level I have just recently married a wonderful lady, Kerry and have a beautiful 25 year old 
daughter, Shannon, from a previous relationship. 
 
My goal has always been to enjoy life and be happy. I thoroughly enjoyed my table tennis playing 
career, forging many wonderful lifelong friendships and am extremely happy and contented with 
life. 


